
TrJE GRAND AfflY,

Two More Department Encampments-Bcce-nt

Musters and Camp-fire- s..

Monthly next, April 9th, will be tbc eigh-

teenth anniversary of Lee's surrender, and, in
accordance witii The Tribune's suggestion, it
promises to be gouerally observed as a Grand
Army Recruiting Day. Every comrade should'

turn out and help to make tbe occasion one of
lasting benofit to the Order.

In another column, will be found full reports

of the annual Encampments of tho Depart-

ments of Mlawuri and Indiana, both of which

make sendid showing of work accomplished
during the jmtt ycer. The only Department
Encampment drat ww remains to be held is j

that f Iowa, and thai began at ues juoiuea
vesterfav.

ConHtader4a-Qhie- f Tun Dervoort attended
the Missouri nd Indiana Encampments and
alsopeM visit lst week to the Department
of Kentucky. H announces that the date of
the metiag of tffccoexl National Encampment
at D n . r has been fixed for July 23th, and

that it will probably be in session forjfliree
days.

During the nasi week Tick TjaWJOTt has re
ceived twenty-on- e leqocsfis for Wank applioa- - I

t:on 1- - Post charters a follows:
C. B. roister, Cufos, Alexander o9uiy, HI.;

L. E.V.1. West Uaity, William county, Ohio;
J B. t ampbJl, Lee's Saminit, Jackson county,
Mo. ; Ja Partridge, Oarmi, Whit county, 111.;

i. V. I n ae, Clayton, Jefferson county, N. Y.;
Wa. Weaver, Fnenchtown, Hunterdon county,
N. J.; R. KeUy, Aveua, Fayette county, HI.;
Jas. Pltare.West Creels Ocean county, K. J.;
J. Pat-meter- , Plattebatg, OHnton county, N. Y. ;

M. Garwet, Hume. Edgar county, HI.; Geo. A.

hniitk, Waseca, Waseca county, Minn.; E. J.
Williams, Bidgeway, Hardin county, Ohio;
Geo. B. Richards, Glasgow, Cambria county,
Pa.; J. E. Eaji, Hartford, Lyon county, Kan.;
E. M. Williams, Goaoa, DeKalb county. 111.;

Patrick Lannon, Prior's Lake, Minn.; W. L.
Zcater, Oxford, Iowa; W. S. Westbrook, Mount
Sterling, JII4 Jas. M. Chapel, Kingston, Wis.;
J. C. Txuesdalc, Viola, Wis.; Thos. Griffith,
Hollyrood, Kan.

Applications have boon forwarded to Head-
quarters for tlie establishment of now Posts as
follows:

Le Boy, HI., forty-on- e signers; Central City,
Iowa, twenty-nin- e signers.

Adutant-Goner- al Brown writes Tis from
Headquarters, announcing the receipt of eight
Teibuxe applications for Post charters, as fol-

lows:
Equinurik, Wayne county, Pa.; Turkey City,

Clarion conuty, Pa.; Hester, Marion county,
Mo.; Linn Creek, Camden county, Mo.; Clarks-
burg, Boss county, Oliio; Vienna, Johnson
county, HI.; Bussey, Marion county, Iowa.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
On Wednesday evening, March 2Sth, Depart-

ment Commander John C. Linehan, assisted by
Comrade Natt Shackford, of Post 3G, organized
Moulton S. Webster Post, No. GS, at Sandwich
Centre, N. H., with twenty-fou-r charter mem-
bers. There is a good prospect of its increas-
ing its numbers to fifty ini. very short time.
The following is a. list of-- officers installed:
Commander, William E. Smith; S. V. C, Frank
Bean; J-- V. C, James Y. Webster; Surgeon, J.
L. Huntress; Chaplain, Be v. M.Folsoni; Adj't,
L. D. Bean; Q. M., B. F. Fellows; O. D., L. Q.
Smith; 0. G., L W. Felch; S. 3L, W. H. Scrig-gin-s.

MASSACHUSETTS.
' Drummer1' writes us that a Beunion of Co.

B, Twenty-fift- h Massachusetts regiment, which
was largely composed of Milford soldiers, took
place at the Mansion House. Milford, Mass., on
Wednesday evening, March 14, to celebrate the
twenty-fir- st anniversary of tbe battle of New- - j
bern, N. C. which, as will be remembered, was !

captured by the Twcnty-fift- n regiment. The
following comrades were present: Aaron Al-dric- h,

Lewis Smith, E. M. Wheelock, L. D.
Eadiey, D. L. Day. Willard Chapin, O. F.
Thompson, Henry Pond, J. M. Fletcher, C. A.
Lewis, William Burke, William Emery. J. G.
McOarrer, Willard Clarke, John Cross. The
chairman of the committee of arrangements,
General W. F. Draper, was unexpectedly called
away, and sent as a substitute Hon. George
Draper, Ms father. He remained as a guest of
the company until after supper, which was a
good one well served, and then, with his cus-
tomary generosity, paid the entire expenses of
the Reunion. D. L. Day, "chief of artillery,"
read extracts from his diary, beginning with
the entry of the company into Xewbern. The
meeting was greatly enjoyed by the comrades.

Comrade C. W. Putnam, Worcester, Mass.,
writes us that on Tuesday evening, Maich 27,
George A. Custer Post, No.70.of Military, Mass.,
(a neighboring town,) held a benefit concert
and ball in the Town Hall, which was a suc-
cess in every respect The music, which was
iurnished by Vaughn's orchestra, of Providence,
E. I., was very fine. The hall was prettily deco-
rated with flags and a portrait of General Cus-
ter, recently purchased by the Post, which oc-
cupied a conspicuous place upon the stage : it
Tested upon a background foimed by the stars
and stripes, and was greatly admired by all.
An. excellent supp-rwa- s provided and served
by the comrades m Blanchard Hall. The com-
mander of this Post is Rodney D. Loomis. a one-legg- od

comrade, formerly member of the Fiftv- -
seventh Massachusetts. The Post hold their j
meetings 111 the 'J own Hall, and liavc been pav-
ing the town $50 a year for the privilege, but a
few days ago the selectmen voted to give them
the use of the hall for their meetings for tenyears for the nominal sum of onn Anltar Thic
pleased the boys very much and they published j

cam. vi uianKs in mc cauy papers.

RH ODE ISLAND.
Prescott Post, No. 1, of Providence, R. I., has

TOtcd to adopt the fatigue cap invented by
Commander H. F. Jenks, of Paw-tucke- t,

and similar to those worn by his staff
last summer. They are made of Mackinaw
straw, with drooping visor, and will be fitted
with water-pro- of protectors.

In General Order, No. 3, Department Com-
mander Philip S. Chase says: "The Depart-
ment Commander directs attention to the sub-
ject of uniforms for the comrades in this De-
partment, with a -- icw of securing uniformity
in style and appearance. The most suitable
and appropriate uniform for the Grand Army
of the Jtcpublic is fatigue cap, dark blue pants
andsingio-breaste- d sack coat or blouse, trimmed
with G. A. R. buttons."

CONNECTICUT.
Comrade George F. Elliot, Stanford, Conn.,

writes us that Hobbie Post, No. 23, of that
place, gave its first hop and Camp-fir- e on tbe
2oth ult. The committee of arrangements con-
sisted of J. V. C. George Oliustead, O. D. Elias
E. Palmer, and S. M. John McGill, which fact
was a sufficient guarantee of the unequivocal
success of the affair. The floor was under the
control of Commander P. B. Lever, Elias Pal-
mer, Frank Jones, Fied Heath, and others,
--while Comrade "Toad" Halieck 'took the"filthy lucre" at the door, and Theo. Miller,preidd with great dignity
over the hat room. Department Commander
G. S. Evans, of Mass., w:is present a portion ofthe evening, aud, also, several members ofSam. Ferris Post, of New Canaan. Dauciu"-commence-

about nine o'clock and was con"
tinucd until two a. in., only interrupted bv thecalls to supper, which consisted of lots of pork
and beans, hard-tac- k, coffee, &c. Evcrythin"
passed oll'iu the most agreeable manner whilethe pecuniary results were vcrv satisfactory
setting the Post about $100. '

Comrade John E. Bassett, Danielsonvillc,
Conn., writes us that the Post there recently
gave two dances which netted about 25 for the
1'ost fund. He adds: "I hope that Comrade
Putnam will give us some more abwit the
Buraside expedition. As a member of the
aame regiment I know that what he says is
correct."

NEW YORK.
Comrade James F. Fitts, Lockport, N. Y.,

Past Commander of Charles P. Sprout Post, No.
7G, writes us as follows, having been requested
to do so by a resolution passed at the last En-
campment of the Post: "Very eariy in the
history of the G. A. R. a Post was established
in Lockport, which flourished a while, and
then died literally talked to death by two or
three ambitious idiots. In the Centennial year
the local feeling in favor of another Post cul-

minated in the movement ihat launched Chas.
P. Sprout Post, and it was highly favored by
the bestowal on it of tho Centennial number.
It has had its history of ups and downs, but is
now prosperous, harmonious, and useful. Its
name is that of the adjutant of tho Twenty-eig- ht

New York volunteers, killed at Cedar
Mountain. Tho present Commander is A. A.
Ticknor; Past Commanders, in order of time,
are: Charles A. Murphy, E. W. Bogers, E. A.
Martin, W. E. Palmer, and James F. Fitts.
Number of members in good standing, 125. Wo
have 71 large and convenient hall, handsomely
decorated, which we lease for two years at a
time. We have swords for parade, an interest-
ing museum of war relics, and are an incorpor-
ated society. All our Post property is insured.
We maintain a good balance in both general
and relief funds, and bestow the latter literally
upon our needy and deserving members. We
have about quit extending Telief to travelers
wearing our badge, finding "that, nine cases-ou- t
of ten, they are impudent impostors. Our meet-
ings are very interesting, and the membership
of tliis Post is so devoted to it that its prospects
of a long useful life and a green old age arc
excellent. I should not forget to mention that
it has furnished two Department officers."

Edward Hunting Post, No. 453, was organ-
ized at Phenix Hall, Gieenport, N. Y., on
Thursday evening, the 29th tilt., with thirty-tw- o

charter members. Tho Post was mustered
in by Charles A. Parks', Commander of Edward
Bose Post, of Sag Harbor, assisted by about
twenty comrades of the same Post. The fol-
lowing are the officers: Commander, Henry
W. Halsey; S. Y. C, Henrv H. Preston; J. V.
C, Baldwin T. Payne; Adj't, C. B. Moore; 0.
D E. W. Tabor; Q. M., Eobert Jefferson ; Sur-
geon, Dr. B. D. Skinner; Chaplain, Bev. E. S.
Wheeler; O. G., S. A. Hawkins; S. M., Henry
P. Christian; Q. M. S., William E. Shipman.
Cushing Pose, No. 231, netted a handsome sum
from its recent concert, which was a splendid
affairv On the 10th inst Yanderbilt Post, No.
136, New York city, will give a performance
and reception at the Lexington Avenue Opera
House, in aid of its widows and orphans' fund.
Tiie plavs selected are Planche's corned v, "The
Captain of the Watch" and "The Old Guard."
The entertainment will be under the direction
of Colonel George M. Duseuberry.

Colonel B. F. Davis Post, No. 340, was duly
mustered at Manila, N. Y., on the 19th tilt, by
Commander Henry E. Stambach, assisted by
Post Commanders Adam Schiel and Charles B.
TJmpleby, of Posts 2 and 9, respectively. There
was a goodly number of comrades on hand, and
every one enjoyed a pleasant evening. Follow-
ing is a list of officers elected and installed :

Commander, Pliiiip Asm us: S. V. C, Eobert D.
Dennison; J. V. C, Joint Gould; Chaplain,
William H. EIrich ; Q. M., Asa B. Smith; O. D.,
Bobort W. Austin; O. G., Andrew Mead.

Comrade George D. Hastings, who sends us
five new subscribers, writes that Post No.
352, Saranac Village, N. Y., was mustered on
the evouing of the 2Gth ult. h' Comrade Meigs,
of Malone Post, with forty-tw- o chatter mem-
bers.

NEW JERSEY.
Comrade J. A. Charlton writes us that Sum-

ner Post, No. 7-- has recently been established
at Jamesburgh, N. J., with tbe following off-
icers: Commander, Robert Atkinson; S. V. C,
Jas. H. Eastman; J. V. C, Jas. Scorrlet; Adj't,
CamilleBaquette; Q. M., Jacob Smock; O. D.,
W. G. Mount: O. G., Samuel Mnrrott; Surg.,
Jas. Elliott; Chap., Daniel Shoen.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Comrade John S. Showers, Oriental, Pa.,

writes us as follows: "Oa March 19th P. P. C.
Captain L H. Bessler, with a detail of twelve
comrades of Col. James Cemron Post, No. 185,
mustered Private Benjamin Benfer Post, No.
316, of this place, with twenty charter mem-
bers. We named our Post in honor of a cotn-Ta- de

of Co. I, Fifty-thir- d P. V. V., who was
killed at Gettysburg." The organization of our
Post is due to The Natioxal Thibuxe. You
can score one more for your energetic service
of the G. A. R. We meet the first and last
Saturday of each month. This being a farm-
ing community and the average distance of the
comrades being three miles from the place of
meeting we adopted meetings. The
following officers were duly elected: Com-
mander, J. S. Showers; S. V. 0., S. S. TJpde-grov- e;

J. V. C, H. U. Segris; Adj't, J. A.
Zellers; Surgeon, Henry Reese; Chaplain, T.
J. Nichols; Q. M., Joel Dressier; 0. D., E.
Crawfoid; O. G., W. H. Clemens; S. M., P.
Fawver; Q. M. S., P. H. Miller. Plc:iso accept
thanks for the prompt return of discharges of
the comrades for the mustering of our Post.

Orders have been issned from Department
Headquarters for the organization of Post No.
322, at EspyviUe, Crawford county, Pa.; Post
No. 323, at Beaumont, Wyoming county, and
PostNo.324,at Ligonier, Westmoreland county.
There were forty-nin-e names signed to the ap-
plication for the last-nam- ed Post.

DELAWARE.
Department Commander of Delaware Daniel

Bow, accompanied by Past Officer of the JJay
William O'Connor and Past Junior Vice Com-
mander A. P. Osmond, went to Wyoming, Del.,
on Tuesday, the 27th tilt, and mustered in
George G. Meade Post, No. 11. The following
arc the officers of the new Post: Commander,
Charles 31. Carey, of Wyoming; Senior Vice-Command-

A. C. Mcnsch, of Camden ; Junior
Vice-Command- P. Tharp, of Camden; Adj't,
J.' Wells, of Wyoming; Q. M., James Monta-
gue, of Wyoming; Surg., Levin D. Caulk, of
Camden; Chaplain, Absalom Carey; 0. D W.
H. Biddle; O. G--., J. W. Montague; S. M.,
Darling Johnson: Q.M. . Robert Diffenderfer.
Chaplain Caroj' is eighty-on- e years of age,
and he and several sons, one of whom is now
mayor of Des Moines, Iowa, and another com-
mander of George G. Meade Poat, served in the
army throughout the war.

MARYLAND.
McPherson Post, No. 20, Lonaconing, Alle-

gany county, Md.t which died out during the
miners' strike of last year, was reorganized
on Saturday night, the 24th ult., and elected
the following officers: Commander, Samuel
Nichols; Senior Vice-Command- Isaac Miller;
Junior Vice-Command- John L. Martin; Q.
M.. William Melndoo; 0. D., Adam McMillan ;

0. G., John Donnell. Department Commander
Sutcr telegraphed recently giving Captain.
John Douglass, their old commander, authority
to install the officers.

Wingate Post, No. 9, whose headquarters are
at North East, Cecil county, Md., will hold a
grand Encampment in the vicinity of that
place, commencing on the Fourth of July next
and lastintr several days. There will be a fair
in connection with the Encampment and other
attractioii5,thc object being to raise frtndsfor the
purpose of building a hall for the Post. There
will be some prominent speakers present on
the Fourth, who, after the parade and the pos-
sible sham battle, will address those assembled.
General W. E. W. Ro-- s, Senior Vice-Command-

and Captain John H. Sutcr, Depart-
ment Commander of Maryland, will attend, as
will also, it is thought, several of the Grand
Army Posts of Baltimore.

POTOMAC.
The sixteenth anniversary of Kit Carson

Post, No. 2, Washington, D. C, was'commemora-tc- d

on the night of 2dth ult. at Grand Army
Hall. The literary and musical programme
which prefaced the daucing was a very enjoy-
able one, Tendered with fine effect by the per-
formers. The committee on entertainment, to
whom much of the credit for the success of tho
anniversary must be given, wera Comrades
Gilbert M. Hustcd, C. M. Park. Edward
Renard, W. D. Burbage, Richard Middleton
and E. McCarter.

WEST VIRGINIA.
Senior Vice Department Commander Gen-

eral J. II. Duval, of Wcllsvillc, W. Va., assisted
by S. V. C. Little, Thoburn Post; J. V. C. Gra-
ham, Spanglcr Post; Chaplain Krytcr, Bran-
num Post? Officer of Day Ebbert, Thoburn
Post; Officer of Guard Harnig, Thoburn Pot;
Adjutant Meek, Thoburn Post, and Bobort
Griffin, Brannum Post, on the 24th ult ntus- -
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tered Colonel John W. Holliday Post in
Jvnights of Labor Hall, Wheeling, W. Va.,
with thirty-tw- o charter members. Among the
visitors were Spaugler Post, of Bellairc, under
the leaderslup of Commander James Graham,
to tho number of about thirty, accompanied by
a drum corps, who came up on tho Princess;
Thoburn Post, of Martin's Ferry, headed by a
drum corps, under Commander W. H. Orr,
which squad, as it marched from the Little
Anna to the hall, numbered about twenty-fiv- e.

Bridgeport was also represented by about twenty
members of Brannum Post. Tho following
officers were elected and installed : Commander,
G. B. Jones ; S. V. C, J. H. Burtt ; J. V. C, Wm.
H. Travis; Q. M., George F. Irvine ; Chaplain,
JLBerinctt; 0. D., James Sheridan; Surgeon,
Dr. John E. Smith; 0. G., George Rodenbaugh;
Adj't, Wm. A. Higgins; Q. M. S., B.F. Malono;
S. M., Edward Robertson. Comrade W. S. Meek,
of Thoburn Post, was then called on, and ho
made some happy remarks. Ho was followed
by other visitors, and Thoburn Post sang an
old army song, after which all joined in
"Marching Through Georgia."

KENTUCKY.
Comrade T. J. Alverson writes us that J.

West Gosncll Post, No. 8, Crutchfield, Ky., on
theSGth ult, installed tho following officers :

Commander, D. O'Riley; S.V.C., J.W. Frank;
J. V. C, O. Quiscnbcrry ; Surgeon, n. S. Woods;
Q. M., J. Hackctt ; Chaplain, T. V. Alverson ;
O. D., P S. Bruner; O. G., B.Thorpe; Adj't,
R. V. S s; Q. M. S., H. Jackson ; S. M., T.
McClure., Tho Post, organized last October,
now numbers 100 members.

Comma- - Van Dervoort, accom-
panied by Department Commander J. C. Michie,
visited the Posts in Louisville, Ky., on tho
29lh ult, and was accorded a grand reception.
The event was one long to bo' remembered.
The Department of Kentucky is a young one,
but will probably come to the National

thirty Posts on tho roster. A
Post is being organized at Orangebury, near
Maysvillo, Ky.

OHIO.
Comrade Daniel Spear, Cardington, Ohio,

writes us that at the close of tho regular meet-
ing of James St. John Post, No. 82, on the 21sfc

ult, Commander S. C. Bennett announced that
the Ladies' Aid Society, auxiliary to the Post,
Avcre waiting supper for the boys in tho Loyer
building. Twenty-tw- o visiting members were
also present from Coomer Post, of Ashley, with
their Post Commander, Dr. Holmes, and nine
comrades from Httrd Post, Mount Gilead, with
Post Commander L. M. Cunard. About ninety
comrades sat down to an excellent supper at
the first table, and their wives, daughters and
friends at the second table. Tho receipts from
donations auctioned after supper, amounted to
$15.50. After which, Comrade T. N. Hickman
recited "IShcridan's Ride;" Comrade Evaus,
of Coomer Post, recited "Barbara Fritchie," in
a humorous German dialect. Chaplain Rev.
Dr. Wm. G. March, also narrated somo amusing
Post incidents. Tho Ladies' Auxiliary was
only organized about a week ago.

Myrtic Kile, a soldier's daughter, writes us
from Lowell, Ohio, that Dick Mason Post, No.
304, was mustered in at that place, on March
21th, by District Mustering Officer Colonel T.
F. Davis,, assisted by a detachment of Buell
Post, of Marietta, Ohio. It started with twenty--,
three charter members. The officers of tho
Post arc as follows : Commander, J. F. Putman ;
S. V. C, S. C. Kile; J. V. 0., J. Glosskloss;
Adj't, R. B. Griggs; Surgeon, R. Fouraker;
Chaplain, M. Augustein ; Q. M., D. Espensheat ;
O. D., A. Thompson; O. G., G. Wr. Lucas; S. M.,
C. Henuigar; Q. M. S., A. Haga. Tho Post has
an able commander and is in a condition to
prosper.

Joseph Henley Post, No. 303, was mustered
at Leesburg, Ohio, on the 16th ult, by Com-
rade J. A. Eitter, of Chillicothe. Tho Post
starts with thirty charter members and tho fol-
lowing officers: Commander, P. D. Matthews;
S. V. C, M. M. Covan; Adj't, A. T. Chance;
Surgeon, S. B. Guthrie; Chaplain, William San-
ders; Q, M., Thomas Covan ; O. D., M. Redkey ;
O. G., C. P. Keen; S. M., James Patton; Q. M.
S., Frank Dooley.

Comrade M. W. Gage, Forest, Hardin county,
Ohio, writes us that Stanley Post was mustered
at that place, on the 27th ult, with forty-tw- o

charter members and the following officers:
Commander, N. F. Pierce ; S. V. C, John Camp-
bell; J. V. C., Jos. Dye; Adj't, Marion Carson;
Q. M., C. T. Almy; Surgeon, M. W. Gage; O.
D., J. r. Wenner; O. G.,L. Yant; S. M., John
Buyers; Q. M. S., E. H. Cook.

INDIANA.
Tho annual grand Encampment of the De-

partment of Indiana was begun at tho Park
Theater in Indianapolis on the morning of the
2oth ult with about 250 delegates in attend-
ance, Department Commander Carnahan pre-
siding. Commander-in-Chie- f Van Dervoort, of
Nebraska, was present The morning session
was devoted to the reading of the reports of
tho Department officers. General Carnahan,
in his report, which was very voluminous,
congratulated the Department on the good
work that had been accomplished during the
year. He said tho Grand Army of the Repub-
lic was no longer an experiment, but a glorious
and assured success. Tho G. A. R. of Indiana
had come to stay so long as there should be
left one honorably-discharge- d Union soldier
within the borders of the State. He then al-
luded to the extraordinary growth of the
Order in the State during tho past year. He
said that Indiana was now placed alongside of
much older Departments. Another year's sj'S-tema- tic

work would give the Department a
place in tho National Encampment equal 1o
the oldest and best now represented. When ho
was elected Commander, February 22, 1SS2,
there were only forty-si- x Posts in the State,
whereas there arc now 155. He thought it had
been conclusively shown that the G. A. R. was
not formed for bolstering up or pulling down
any political body. Gen. Carnahan proceeded
at considerable length upon this theme. Ho
strongly urged that all questions of the slight-
est political import be kept out of the Post
rooms. He said thero was no half-wa- y ground
in this matter. One great cause of the success
of tbe Indiana Department during the past
year was the fact that it was seen that, although
there was a strong political contest tho greater
portion of tho year, the G. A. 11., like others
of the best societies, took no part in the strug-
gle, lie congratulated tho Department upon
the financial showing mado by tho Adjutant
and Quartermaster Generals, the Department
being no longer in want. In view of the good
financial showing he recommended that the
per capita tax be reduced from ten cents to
eight cents per quarter, and that the per capita
tax he not assessed upon Posts at Aurora, Ris-
ing Sun, Madison, Lawrencehurg, Jeflerson-vill- e,

aud other Posts in the flooded districts.
He also recommended that members contribute
for the relief of their suffering comrades along
the Ohio. As to the proposed monument to
the soldiers and sailors of the State, he said the
desired sum of $15,000 or $20,000 neccssarv to
build such a monument would never be raised
unless tho survivors of the war took hold of tho
woik. He said it was a shame and disgrace to
Indiana that her dead soldiers and sailors had
no monument, and he eloquently urged the
prosecution of the work. Ho said, relative to
Post work, that there was not enough atten-
tion paid to the study and exemplification of
the unwritten work of the Order. He made
some exceptions, including George II. Thomas
Post, No. 17, of Indianapolis. Ho recommended
that the Posts exchange visits, and urged a
large representation from Indiana at the Na-
tional Encampment in Denver next August.
He paid a feeling tribute to those who had died
during the year, especially mentioning Simp-
son, Cruit, and Chapman, and closed with com-pli.uen- ts

to Gen. Van Dervoort, Ben. D. House
and others. The roport of Ben D.Houso, Ass't
Adjt-Gen- ., showed there had been sixty-tw- o

deaths during the year. The total receipts for
thcycar were $6,60 1.41 ; expenditures, $4,9 11 .29;
cash balance, 1,663.12. Tho aggregate assets,
including cash on baud and property, amounted
to about $2,300. During the year 110 Posts had
been mustered in. There had been an Increase
of about 4,000 in membership, the aggregate
membership at the present time being 6,033.
At the afternoon session a lengthy memorial
was presented by George H. Thomas Post, of
Indianapolis, upon the action of the Legislature
relative to the Soldiers' Orphans' Home. A
detailed statement was given as to how
the funds were raised for fouuding tho
Home, and tho legislation at different
sessions of tho General Assembly which has
finally converted it practically into an "asylum
for feeble-minde- d children." The action of the
last Legislature in changing the law was
strongly condemned, and a committee of five
lawyers, including Senator Harrison and Gen-
eral Joljn Coburn, was appointed to examine

tho law for tho purpose of, testing its constitu-
tionality in usurping the property and rights of
the soldiers'-orphan- s. Tho remainder of the af-tc- rn

oon session was devoted largely to the trans-
action of regular business and receiving reports
from tho Post representatives. The election of
officers resulted as follows : Commander, James
R. Carnahan, of Indianapolis ; S. V. C, Edwin
Nicar, of South Bend ; J. V. C., Paul Hendricks,
of Madison; Medical Director, James S. Gregg,
of Fort Wayne; Chaplain, Rev. J. M. White-
head, of Washington ; Delegates to thoNational
Encampment: M. D. Manson, of Crawfordsville;
C. L. Holstein, of Indianapolis ; N. C.Welch, of
Warsaw ; J. P. 0. Shanks, of Portland, and R.
S. Robertson, of Fort Wayno; Alternate Dele-
gates: Roswell S.Hill, of Brazil; W.K.Mavity,
of Kokonio; James P. Iliff, of Richmond ; W.
W. McBetts, of Lafayette; and F. A. Hawkins,
of Noblesville. Tho officers appointed for tho
next year were: Assistant Adjutant-Genera-l,

Ben D. House, of Indianapolis; Quartermaster,
Garrett H. Shover, of Indianapolis; Judge-Advocat- e,

Thomas Hanna, of Grcencastlo;
Chief Mustering Officer, R. S. Robertson, of
Fort Wayne. The purchase of a testimonial
from the Encampment to General Carnahan,
tho Commander, was ordered. Following the
election of officers, the secret session closed.
Tho public Camp-fir- e at tho Park Theatre at
night w:ts largely attended, and tho occasion
was highly enjoyable. Tho exercises wero re-
ceived with enthusiastic appreciation, and tho
best of feeling prevailed, from tho opening
with tho singing of "John Brown's Body"
until the closing with "Praise God from Whom
All Blessings Flow." The songs of the camp
wero sung by members of the G. A. R., led by
John Kcnsell, of Fort Wayno, and all present
fully entered into tho spirit of the occasion.
Tho stage was most appropriately arranged,
and on it wero seated a number of prominent
persons, among others boing Governor Porter
and his stall', General Paul Van Dervoort, the
Commander-in-Chie- f of the G. A. R., Generals
M. D. Manson, Foster, McGinnis, Knefler,
Coburn and others. In a neat speech of ten
minutes, Governor Porter said that, after look-
ing over the audience, now eighteen years after
ihc war, he did nob wonder at the enthusiasm
that had been manifested. It seems, he said,
that with each year the soldiers have an in-

creased interest in tho cause for which they
fought Wo meet men every day in tho public
assemblies and in tho street, but thero is no
acquaintance which gives the knowledge of
men and strengthens friendship as the knowl-
edge obtained of each other when drawn to-

gether in the vicissitudes of war and iu the lifo
of camp and field. Following tho remarks of
tho Governor tho installation of tho Encamp-
ment officers was made, the ceremonies being
conducted by General Paul Van Dervoort, tho
Commander-in-Chie- f. Tho recitation of " Lib-
erty Boll "was given in a highly creditable man-
ner by Miss Lena Carnahan, daughter of Gen-
eral Carnahan, a child in years, hut who showed
marked elocutionary powers. In response to
an encore she recited the "Old Canteen."
General Paul Van Dervoort deliveryd a short
address, urging members of the Order to
strengthen the organization. It has no con-
nection with politics or with factious, he said,
but is an organization into which all who have
been honorably discharged from the army will
be receivedfraternally. There aro three tilings,
he said, that cannot be mixed with politics:
tho church, the Grand Army, and quinine.
Tho growth of the Order in Indiana during the
last year, he said, had been marvelous, and it
was shown that more Posts had been organized
here than in any other State during the year.
The gain in membership throughout the coun-
try during the last year hp estimated at 55,000.
In concluding, ho urged icach member to re-
solve to recruit the membership, and he thought
that with proper efforts over i2,000 more sol-
diers in Indiana could bo gathered into the
organization. It is the object and duty of the
organization, he said, to not only build monu-
ments to the deceased soldiers, but to take tho
disabled soldiers out of the poor-house- s. Both
were Tight, but the act of charity should como
first. The object of the G. A. R. would not bo
accomplished as long as one soldier is supported
as a pauper. They should be sought out and
made tho wards of tho organization. Tho effort
should be to make the record of the members
in peace even more glorious than in war, and
ho closed by expressing the hope that the day
may be far away when the G. A. E. is mustered
out, Mrs. Lida nood Talbot recited "'Manning
tho Gun," and in answer to enthusiastic ap-
plause gave a recitation from Robt. J. Burdctte.
Short addresses were delivered by General M.
D. Manson and J. T. Johnson of Rockville. An
original poem, entitled u The Rank and File,"
was read by John Kensell, and "Corporal Joe,"
a recitation, was well rendered by Will C.
David, eliciting an encore, in response to which
ho recited " Bauty Tim," a humorous selection,
followed by "Sheridan's Ride." A pleasant
feature of the exercise was the siuging of famil-lia- r

camp-song- s by John Kensell, of Fort Wayne,
who gave, among others, " Rally 'Round tho
Flag, Boys," "Marching Throuph Georgia,"
"Benny Havens," and "The Army Bean."
General Carnahau, the Commander, in bringing
the Camp-fir- e to a close, made a few appropriate
remarks, promising to discharge the duties of
the office to which he had been ed with
tho same zeal as during the last year.

The committee of Mprton Post, Terre naute,
Ind., appointed for the purpose, have prepared
a memorial of the recent death of Gen. Chas.
Cruft Gen. Crufc was tho first colonel of tho
Thirty-firs- t Indiana, and participated in
Grant's Western campaign.

ILLINOIS.
Comrade Leonard C. Tayler, Atwood, HI.,

writes us that llarkcr Post, No. 1S9, was mus-
tered a short time ago at that place by Special
Mustering Oilicer II. C. Kepley, of Decatur,
with sixteen charter members. The following
aro the officers : Commander, E. Anderson ; S.
V. C, G. W. Mcrritt; J. V. C, L. C. Tayler;
Surgeon, W. T. Smithson; Chaplain, F. M.
Kirby; O. D If. C. Drake; O. G., J. Z. Linton;
Q.M., Whit Reed; Adj't, P.Mosbarger; Q.M.
S., R. B.Macomb; S. M., A. C. Bishop. Six
recruits have been mustered since the Post's
organization, and there are several applications
on file. The Post has a flattering irospect for
the future.

Sparta Post, Sparta, 111., has passed a series
of resolutions indorsing the position taken by
Gen. John A. Logan in the Fitz-Joh- n Porter
case. They cite that all true and brave sol-
diers will at all times obey orders, and also ex-
press all confidence in Gen. Logan as a soldier
and a statesman.

Comrade E. H. Riley writes us that tho com-
rades of Oregon Post, No. 116, Oregon, 111., and
their wives wero socially entertained on the
22d ult. by Capt. F. II. Marsh at his residence.
About 100 in all wero present. Reficshments
were served, and all fared sumptuously. The
event was a peculiarly pleasant one.

MICHIGAN.
Department Commander O. A. Janes, of

Michigan, has issued, under date of March
26th, General Orders, No. 3, announcing the
following additional appointments to his staff:
To be Aids-dc-Ca- : Comrade Charles E.
Terrurc, Post No. 22; J.JJ. Ralph, No. 36; N.
G.Cooper, No. 73; A. Jacobs, No. 52; J. S.
Preston, No. 100, and J. V. Russell, No. 38. To
bo Assistant-Inspectors- :' Conirado Earl W.
Avery, Post No. SI; Lucius H. Ives, No. 53;
D. Bacon, No. 61; John- - H. Heald. No. 20;
John R. Bennett, No. 77 H. 'Hitchcock, No.
100; Walter A. Banning, No. 89; M. H. Nye,
No. 85 ; Samuel Pollock. No. 40 ; Andrew P.
Phillips, No. 80 ; J. B. Fortcur, No. 51 ; Samuel
M. Holton, No. 23; Henry R. Skinner, No. 14;
D. J. Wells, No. 21; R.E. Whipple, No. 6 ; W.H.
Dunn, No. 46 ; S. C. Mower, No. 75 ; John S.
Huston, No. 93; Howell F! Strong, No. 22; C. F.
Patertek, No. 78; Gideon S. Case, No. 91 ; John
F. Can oon, No. 77; Dayton Parker; No. 43;
Alexander Milmino, No1. 2$; George W.
Wheeler, No. 92; B. H. Ponlter, No. 36; T. L.
Blakely, No. 65 ; J. S. Andrew?, No. 61 ; Fred-
erick Bay, No. 25. Tho Commander-in-Chie- f,

in a recent order, calls tho attention of Posts
to the importance of uniforming. Tho matter
of uniforming is optional with Posts; but
thpso Posts that uniform have the best success
in recruiting their ranks and increasing the
membership of the Grand Army. The uniform
adopted by tho National Department is tho
blue blouse, white or blue vest, with G. A. R.
buttons, blue pants, fatigue cap, with G. A. R.
in wreath in front atul white gloves. This
Department has adopted for uniform, the-- G.
A. R. cap, white belt and white gloves. Posts
are at liberty to adopt either of these uniforms ;

but in no case must they vary from these regu-
lations. The Department Commander earnestly
recommends that the Posts in this Department
take steps to uniform. The following new
Posts have been mustered since tho issue of
General Older, No. 2 : George R. Winaus Post,
No. 101, Ovid, February 8, by Rush J. Shank,
Medical Director; L. C. Mead, Commander.
Worth Post, No. 105, Tekonsha, February 15,

by M. A. Merrifield, Judge-Advocat- e; John C.
Failing, Commander. George Washington Post,
No. 106, March 1, Cross Village, by George
W. Stoneburner, Adjutant Post No." 13; C. H.
Swartout, Commander. Post, No. 107,
Dimondale, March 17, by Rush J. Shank,
Medical Director; E. W. Hunt, Commander.
Earl Halbert Post, No. 10S, Grand Ledge,
March 15, by R. J. Shank, Medical Director; J.
S. Holmes, Commander. Buttorworth Post No.
109, Coldwater, March 9, by Department Com-
mander; N. A. Reynolds, Commander. Do-Goly- er

Post, No. 110, Hudson, March 12, by
Department Commauder ; A. A. Sprague, Com-
mander. James B. Brainard Post, No. Ill,
Eaton Rapids, March 14, by F. K. Proctor ; A.
Q. M. G. John H. Hamlin, Commander.
Post, No. 112, Hoytville, March 16, byR. J.
Shank, Medical Director; John F. Howell,
Commander. Miles Post No. 113, St Clair, by
A. M. Holt, Chief Mustering Officer: W. H.
Morris, Commander. John G. Gilluly Post,
No. 114, Fowlerville, by A. A. Carr, command-
ing Post No. 93 ; Dewitb C. Carr, Commander.
Elliott Post, No. 115, White Pigeon, by Dan
W. Sawyer, Council of Administration, March
23; Louis Kellcy, Commander. Samuel B.
Atherton Post, No. 116, Gaines, March 22, by
A. M. Holt, Chief Mustering Officer ; Thomas
Vanderburgh, Commander. D. G. Royce Post,
No. 117, Byron, March 22, byA. M. Holt, Chief
Mustering Officer; Samuel S. Towcrj Com-

mander.
Comrade A. M. Holt, Chief Mustering Officer,

Department of Michigan, writes us that he
mustered two new Posts on the 23d ult., one in
the afternoon at Gaines and tho other in the
evening at Byron, the latter organized at the
instance of The National Tribune. Fair-
banks Post, No. 17, of Detroit, has been pre-
sented witli a handsome silk hanuer, costing
$150, by its lady friends. The Department
generally is in a very prosperous condition.

WISCONSIN.
Hamilton Post, No. 60, Milton, Wis., held its

first Camp-fir- e on the 21st ult. in Collego
Chapel, which was densely crowded. The
programme opened with "Greeting Ode," sung
by an excellent chorus, after which Commander
W. P. Clarke delivered the address of welcome.
A number of other interesting features followed.
In conclusion, an army supper of beans, hard-
tack, and coffee was served and eaten from tin
dishes placed upon rough pine boards. Dele-
gations were present from W. H. Sargent Post,
No. 20, of Janesville, and Curtis Post, No. 3--

of Whitewater.
Samuel F. Curtis Post, No. 67, was mustered

by Comrade N. B. Hood, of Lone Rock, on the
15th ult. at West Lima, Richland county, Wis.,
with the following roster: Commander, Geo.
W. Shattuck; S. Y. C, Henry Todd; J. V. C,
John Carter; Chaplain, John Griffin; Surgeon,
J. 11. Helm; Q. Al., U. V. DcJiart ; U. D., Jk

Secley; O. G., Isaac Smith; Adj't, Jeff M.
Havkin3 ; S. 31., Lewis Long ; Q. M. S., H. D.
Tillon.

Comrade George B. Gibbons writes us that
a Post was recently established at Chippewa
Falls, Wis., with between fifty and seventy-fiv- o

charter members.

MINNESOTA.
Comrade R. C. Livingston writes us that

Comrade A. R. Burleson, Junior Vice Depart-
ment Commander, together with Comrades
Livingston aud L. M. Ashley, all of Burdick
Post, No. 3, Spring Valley, Minn., went to Le
Roy, Minn., on the evening of March 27 and
there organized James George Post, No. 23,
with twenty-fou- r charter members, and in-

stalled tho following officers: Commander, H.
A. McConncll ; S. V. C, Isaac Layman ; J. V.
C, John Franks; Chaplain, W. D. Harden;
O. D., C. A. Roy ; Q. M., G. L. Brown ; Adj't,
C. E. Kason; O. G., E. M. Gillman; S.M., E.
A. Whitcomb ; Q. M. S., W. W. Sweet. He says :
On two subjects tho new comrades are per-
fectly unanimous; the first is that all hon-
orably discharged soldiers should belong to
the Grand Army, and tho other is that all

rs and all their relatives and all their
friends (and it would make better men of their
enemies) should subscribe for the soldier's
friend, The National Tkibuxe.

IOWA.
Mustering Officer Charles H. Fish, Newton,

Iowa, sends us the following interesting letter,
which shows the rapid multiplication of Posts
in that Department: "It is some time since I
sent you any report of the growth of tho De-

partment of Iowa. I left homo on the morn-
ing of tho 6th ult. and started for Lisbon, sit-
uated in east part of the State. I made a sad
mistake in stopping off at Grhmell when I
should have gone to West Liberty, aud then
north, but this was another case of misplaced
confidence. I tried hard to reach Lisbon beforo
dark, but only arrived at Cedar Rapids at 6:30,
and no train east until 9:30 p. m., and it late.
I immediately wired Comrade Davis, asking
him if the loya would wait; that if they would,
I would come on that train aud they waited.
I reached there a little beforo midnight and
found thirty-fou- r true and tried comrades hold-
ing the fort, enjoying themselves eating apples
aud telling camp stories. As all preliminaries
had been gone through with, I soon had them
mustered and installed the officers of John A.
Buck Post, as follows: Commander, Henry-Sailor- ;

S. V. C, J. S. Ganby; J.V. C, C. W.
Kepler; Adjutant, II. C. Kurtz; Q. M., D. S.
Fouse ; Surgeon, W. G. Power ; Chanlain, N. B.
Shirk; O. D., G. W. Davis; O. G., William B.
Kynett; S. M., W. L. Davis. Taking the early
train next morning, I reached Iowa Falls at
2:30 p. m. I found everything there in readi-
ness for muster and soon had forty-fiv- e recruits
to the G. A. R. Tho following are the officers
of Charles Payne Post: Commauder, M. Van
Busk irk; S. V. C, W. Carpenter; J. V. C, W.
H. Oviatt; Adj't, T. B. Kuapp; Q. M., L. F.
Stoddard; Surgeon, F. J. Evaus; Chaplain,
W. K. S. Hillhouse; O. D., W.W.Bunce; O,
G., J. Hartinger; S. M., C. B. Taylor; Q.M.
S.. O. II. McMillan. I sat up until after mid-
night and then made as far as Ackley, where I
staid until 10 a. m. on the 8th, when I took the
train North, arriving at Northwood at 2 p. m.
In tho evening tho boys met at the
court-hous- e, to the number of thirty-thre- e,

and perfected the organization of Randall Post,
No. 142, with tho following officers: Com-

mander, G. F. Wattson; S. V. C, I. M. Bolton;
J. V. C, William .Young; Adj't, D. C. Bigalow;
Q. M., Samuel Pickle; Surgeon, T. K. Hun-deb- y;

Chaplain, M. Z.Paul; O. D., T. R. W.
Fleming; O. D., Charles Brebner; S. M, A. L.
Towne; Q. M. S., M. S. Perkins. I want to
say to tho credit of Comrades Henry Esherick
and Gilbert R. Shannon that they drove sixty
miles with a team and sleigh that day in order
to reach Northwood to muster, and also A. C.
Blaekmoxo' who drove tweuty miles to bo pres-
ent Of such men aro lively Posts-mad- e up.
I intended to go from Northwood to Went-wort- h,

Wayne township, Mitchell county, but
not hearing from them, aud fearing I could
not reach them on account of snow blockades,
I traveled leisurely down south, halting on
Monday, tho 12th, at Richland, Keokuk county,
where was mustered Charlton Post, No. 143,
with twenty-seve- n charter members, with the
following officers: Commander, W. W. Allen;
S. V. C, J. D. Haworth; J.V. C, J. II. Wooliu;
Adj't, W. n. Smith; Q. M., G. A. Haycock;
Surgeon, L. J. Bales; Chaplain, S. R. Fergu-
son; O. D., James Gregory; O. G., A. T. Reams;
S. M., M. M. Bristow; Q. M. S., J. H. Jacobs.
Next morning took livery team and drove to
Keota, then by rail to Delta, then by hack to
What Cheer. Hero I found Comrade J. L.
Matthews, S. V. C. of Ed. Hamlin Post, No.
112, at Wellman, and Comrade Story, of same
Post At 7 p. m. wo met aud mustered in
thirty-on- e recruits, instituting Humes Post,
No. 144. Tho next day (the'llth) I mustered
Bricker Post, No. 145, at Ladora, with twenty-thre- e

charter membeisand the following roster
of officers: Commander, R. W. Rosenberger;
S.V. C, C. Gates; J.V. C, J. M. Gardner;
Adj't, J. E. Leasuro; Q. M., N. F. Kime;
Surgeon, W. S. Foster; Chaplain, J. D. Kohl;
O. D., J. J. Coats; O. G., Isaac Bricker; S. M.,
B. Mason, Jr. ; Q. M. S., J. W. Rumph. On the
17th ult. I mustered Compton Post, No. 148, at
Churdan, with twelve charter members and tho
following officers : Connnander, J. II. Hunter;
S.V. C, A. J.Dudley; J. V. C, Philo Niras;
Adj't, G. W. Coleman ; Q.M..M. P. McCready ;
Surgeon, F. D. Cass; Chaplain, J.W. Esher;
O. D., II. H. Fits; O. G., H. G. MoBurney. I
reached Goldfield on the 19th and mustered
Hartman Post, No. 149, with twenty charter
members and tho following officers: Com-

mander, C. D. Fields; S. V. C, J. II. McCurry ;

J.V. C, Milo Plumley; Adj't, S. C. Farmer;
Q. M., C. E. Agars; Surgeon, J. R. Tyler;
Chaplain, S. M. Huvck; O. D , A. A. Taft ; O.
G., W. F. Kimball ; S. M., F. Hartsock; Q. M.
S., E. E. Gould. At 5:25 p. m. on the 20th I
arrived at Emmettsburgh and mustered JJHlon
Post, No. 150, with twenty-tw- o charter niem- -

I hers. I reached Forrest City on the 21st and

mustered in Hayden Post, No. 151, with
twenty-tw- o members and tho following off-
icers: Commander, M. Cooper; S. V. C, J.W.
Mahoney; J.JV. C, JohnlsaacsonJ; Adj't, T.J.
Butcher; Q. M., J. F. Thompson; Surgeon,
William H. Jones; Chaplain, John S.Olson;
O. D., W. M. Olmstcad ; O. G., A. R. Mattocks ;
S. M., Eli Mattocks; Q.M. S., V.A.Jones. I
then went in pursuit of fresh victims and
found a few willing ones at Grand Junction,
where on the 21th I mustered in H. O. Johnson
Post, No. 152, with thirty-fou- r members and
the following officers: Commander, C.F.Boyd;
S. V. C, S. A. Eckerson; J. V. C, C. J. Davis;
Adj't, Z.T. Funk; Q.M., J. H. Ford; Surgeon,
E. O. Carleton; O. D., L. B. Kinsev; O. G., A.
T.Pettett; S. M., H. Pettcll; Q.M. S., H. C.
Fry. Thero aro a few more Posts abont to
muster, whicb will close up the work under
the present administration, as the Department
Encampment meets at Des Moines April 4th
and 5th. After this meetiug you will bo fur-
nished with reports of the past year's work. I
have neither space nor time to mention special
acts of kindness all along the lino of march,
but will say I am undor lasting obligations to
W. S. Foster and lady at Ladora, Milo Plumley
and lady at Goldfield, R. H. Law at What
Cheer, aud to hosts of other comrades, for
which, they will accpt my thank3.

Winchester Post, No. 153, of Winchester,
Iowa, was organized on the 22d ult, with the
following officers : Commander, J. A. Gorham ;
S. V. C, C. Hinchman ; J. V. C, W. H. Brown;
O.D., H. Marshall; O. G., J. E. Vaughn; Q.
M., S. R. Richardson ; Adj't, W. H. Lemon.

MISSOURI.
The second annual Encampment of the De-

partment of Missouri convened in the hall of
Custer Post, Sr. Joseph, on the 22d ult, De-
partment Commander William Warner presid-
ing. Sixty-thre- e Posts wero represented by
delegates, and following the report of the com-
mittee on credentials and its acceptance, F. M.
Posegate, Mayor of St. Joseph, and a comrade
of the G. A. R. on behalf the city and the mem-
bers of Custer Post, No. 7, welcomed the En-
campment to the hospitality of the city in an
address full of wit and humor, calling forth,
applause and laughter. Paul Van Dervoort,
Commander-in-Chie- f of the Grand Army of the
Republic, being present was introduced, and
replying to the address of the Mayor, said he
was not surprised to find an old soldier Mayor.
He found that to be the case in nearly all the
cities he had visited. Laughter. Ho re-
called the first Encampment of this Depart-
ment at Kansas City with only nine Posts, and
compared it with the present, sixty-si- x, with
his "donation" of six from the State of Kansas,
making seventy-two-. He continued in his
usual happy vein, full of enthusiasm in the
work of the Order, commended the Department
of Missouri, predicting that no Department
would show a better condition and rate of in-
crease than this. His address was greeted with
great applause.

Major William Warner, Department Com-
mauder, then deliver the following :

Comrades: No other words in our language ex-
press so much of man's duty to his fellow, his coun-
try and I113 God. as those on wluch our Order rests :
"Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty."

At this, the second annual Encampment of onr
Order in Missouri, we may justly exchange con-
gratulations for our magnificent growth in the year
that has parsed mid the rich harvest that is in store
for us in the near future.

When the clmrter was granted, a year ago, cre-
ating Missouri into a Department of the Grand
Army of the Republic, there were but nine Posts,
with an aggregate membership of 506 there being
but four Poatd outside of St. LouLj and Kansas
City.

June 30, 1SS2, we reported fourteen Posts, with a
membership of 777.

This, I confess, was a poor showing for the sreat
State of Missouri. During the three months of
April, May and .Tunc, I spared no effort to organize
new Posts, and induce old soldiers and sailors to
unite themselves with us. There seemed to be a
feeling tliat the organization was, in some way,
political in its tendencies. Circulars were distributed
throughout our borders, wherein we set forth, in
brief, the grand principles upon which our Order
rests ; that while it is true that, we propose to stand
by those who stood by us in the supreme hour of
our country's danger, yet no question ofa political
or sectarian character could enter aPost of the Grand
Army of the Uepublic; that while we maintain
now as in the past that loyalty is a virtue to be
cherished and treason a crime to be abhorred, yet
as brave men and true citizens, in a spirit of sol-
dierly fraternity and charity, we clasp hands with
those who wore the grey across the grave of the
buried rebellion ; that while we cherish the mem-
ories of the past, it is not that these memories may
be an element of discord, but on the contrary, that
they may be "an ever living influence for good in
our hearts."

Where the principles of fraternity and loyalty-d- o

most abound, there also will most abound
"cliarity for nil and malice toward none." We
were right, they were wrong. Now, we are all
citizens of n reunited country, having a common
heritage. The blood-staine- d laurel we most gladly-exchange- d

for the first violet of the leafless spring
of peace.

In thus spreading-th-e principles of our Order, we
were rewarded. September SO, 1SS2, we liad upon
our roster thirty-fou-r Posts, with a membership
in good standing of 1,351. To-da- y we have sixty-si- x

Posts, numbering in their ranks fully 2,100 old
soldiers and sailors a. growth, comrades, of which
we may feel justly proud. Yet the good work has
but commenced. We liave but just thrown out
the skirmish line. Let us now rally the army of
old veterans throughout the length and breadth of
our State, so that at the coming National Encamp-
ment at the foot of the Rocky Mountains in the
Centennial State, Missouri may make a showing
second to none. That this result can be accom-
plished I know, that it may be accomplished I
hope, that it shall be accomplished only requires
the united effort of every comrade. That it should
not be accomplished would be a shame. Make
your Post meetings attractive. Send out your re-
cruiting olllccrs. Let every old soldier and sailor
in Missouri show that in the Grand Army of the
Republic there are no generals or privates, no dis-
tinction of race, but all are comrades; that no
question of a political or sectarian character can
enter the Post, and Missouri will lead the van in
increase and membership at Denver.

While the increase has been great, it has only
kept pace with that throughout the Nation. At the
National Encampment at Baltimore we numbered
but 100,000 ; now there are at least 160,000 members
of the Grand Army of the Republic m the TJnion,
and yet there are hundreds of thousands of old vet-
erans not in our ranks. We have upon our rolls all
grades of citizens, from the President of the United
States to the humblest veteran in the land. It is
to-da- y the most powerful civic organization iu the
Union. Therefore the necessity that each comrade
should be on guard to see that the organization is
not used for any improper purpose, and that no
deserving comrade, or those that are near and
dear to him, be turned empty handed away from,
the door of the Post.

Let mc enjoin upon you the sacred duty of pay-
ing the lost tokens of love and respect to our com-
rades, as the grim mustering oilicer. Death, shall
muster them from lime to eternity. As you drop
the tear ofsympathy upon the new-mad- e grave, do
not forget, if their necessity require, to drop your
mite into the hands of the widow ami orphan. At
the open grave let us, with averted faces, gcntly
ihrowthe mantle of charity over the faults, of the
brave defender of the Republic, and kindly call to
mind his virtue ami heroic acts. Let us show to
the world that we are comrades not only in name,
but in act and deed ; that while the principle of loy-
alty gave birth to the Grand Army of the Republic,
it flourishes and grows iu the atmosphere of fra-
ternity and charity.

Jn conclusion, permit me to returm my thanks to
the comrades throughout the Department for their
uniformly kind and considerate treatment. There
are many comrades deserving of special mention
for their earnest and eilicient work.

Comrades, 1 wish to return your thanksand mine
to the Assistant Adjutant-Genera- l, Comrade Pease,
for the services he has rendered the Order. To him
more than any man in the Slate we are indebted
for our present prosperity. 1 trust you will see
that he is, iu prvt, rewarded for the time he h:u de-
voted to the Order.

Comrades, let na so live that when wc shall have
passed that shadowy and invisible line separating
time and eternity, those Ave leave behind may
truthfully say of each oi.e of us here lies a true
citizen and a brave defender of the Republic.

The address was received with tremendous
applause. Tho election of officers resulted as
follows: William Warner, Kansas City, De-
partment Commauder; J. S. Sterritt, of St
Joseph, S. V.C.; W. F. Chamberlain, Hannibal,
J. V. C; Dr. G. W. Fitzpatrick, M. D.; H. C.
Weaver, Chaplain. Council of Administration :
Comrades II. L. Tillotson, Nevada ; F. M. Pose-gat- e,

St Joseph; Irwin, St Joseph; T. P.
Rogers aud D. P. Dobyns. Delegates to the
Natioual Encampment (At Large) : Comrades
David Murphj', St Louis ; E. C. Ilrock, Brook-fiel- d

; Charles Emery, Lamar, and O. C. Hill,
Oregon. Alternates (At Large): Comrades
Nelson Cole, St Louis; J. W.Morgan, Gra-
ham; J. H. Fink, Kansas City; W. W. S.
Snoddy, Sedalia. St Louis, Hannibal and Se-dal- ia,

being voted upon as places for tho next
annual Encampment, tho latter received the
majority of tho votes, aud Sedalia was an-
nounced as the place for the next session, a
large and vigorous Past having been recently
orgauized there. Tho officers-elec- t wero in-
stalled in their respective offices by Paul Van
Dervoort, Commander-in-Chie- f, closing the
business session. In tho evening a banquet
was served at tho Saunders House. About 200
sat down to table. After the cloth had been
removed the following toasts wero offered:
"The Grand Army of the Republic," responded
to by Commauder-in-Chie- f Vau Dervoort;
"Our Country and its Flag," responded to

O. C. Hill, Commander of Post No. 25 ;
"Our Army and Navy," response by J. C.
Walklnshaw, Past Department Commander of
Kansas; " The Union Veterans," resoonded to
by Col. Murphy, of St. Louis; "Our Fallen

Heroes," responded to by Gen. F. M. Dnvall, of
Kansas City; " Oar State Its Commerce, Man-
ufacture and Resources," responded to by Gen.
JohnMcNeal; "Woman's Work in tho War,"
responded to by Comrade Norville; "The City
of St Joseph," responded to by its present
mayor, F. M. Posegate; ''Sons of Veterans,"
responded to by Col. A. Saltzman. "Hard-Tac- k,

Pork and Bean3," .by Mayor Posegatey
and "Peace," by Comrade R. H. Brown, 0
Kirksville. " Sheridan's Rido" was recited by
T,S. Crosby, and Mr. Craig gave a humorous
recitation. Comrade Van Dervoort announced
that tho National Encampment would convene
at Denver, Col., July 25th. and continue prob-
ably until the 27th, with excursions to tho
mountains and places of interest afterwards.

Comrade Homer E. Brooks, of Winston, Mo.,
writes us that Assistant Adjutant - General
Peaso mustered Kilpatrick Post, No. 66, o
this place, on the 26th ult., with twenty-fou-r
charter members. The officers are as folio W3:
Commander.Wesley Lee ; S.V. C, H. A. Lyons ;
J.V. C, Ezra Soulo; Adj't, Chas. Harrfcfla;
Q. M Sylvester Johnson ; Surg., Hemc SL
Brooks; Chap., A. E. Woodruff; O. D., George
Higgins; O. G.. B. F. Rarrtck; S. M.. R S.
Gerney ; Q. M. S., Samuel Sleeker.

Comrade Richard Ritter, Sedalia, Mo., write3
us that General George R. Smifcb Pest, Ne. 53,
has just been mustered at that pfaca with, tho
following officers: Commander, Ricir'd R!tr;
S. V. C, R. H. Moses; J. V. C, E. J. Smith: O.
D., W. Wr. Snoddy; O. G.? A. Farnhm; ajj-lai- n,

G. L. Shepnrd: Adj'fc, R. M. Fiakec; Q.
M., G. B. Norton. The Post has nw thirty
members and i3 rapidly increasing.

KANSAS.
Comrade C. T. Miller, Longion, Kao., wstfes

us that the officers of Mulligan Post, No. 91 of!
that place, are : Commander, Wm. MeCJfeshan
S. V. C, J. C. Penney; J. V. C, Samuel Gard-
ner; O. D., I. Crumvine; O. G., A. Banghman j
Adj't, C. T.Miller; Q. M., Jas. A. Smith; Sr.,
D. W. Radden; S. 31., Fred. Hamline; Q. M. S.,
A. I. Cox.

Comrade R. W. Porter, Lyons. Kan., who
sends us four new subscrihorr, writes that Kit.
Carson Post, of that place, is highly prosperous-Seve- n

recruits wero mustered at tho las meet-
ing, and there are several applications en file.
"A great many of the boys," says our eorres-ponde- nr,

" are readers of The Natioxai. Txib-on- e,

and could not be induced to do without
it"

Department Commander T. J. Anderson, of
Kansas, has issued, under date of March, 26th,
General Orders, No. 2, as follows :

I. There are many destitute and disabled sol-di- era

in the State who are entitled to admission to
the Volunteer Soldiers' Iloraes. Comrades are es-
pecially informed by themanagera "that thelloma
is neither a hospital nor alms-hous- e, but a home,
where subsistence, care, education, religious in-
struction, employment, and amusements are pro-
vided by the Congress of the United States. Tho
provision is not a charity, but is a reward to the
brave and deserving, and is their right, to be for-
feited only by bad conduct at the Home, or con-
viction of heinous crime." The requirements foe
admission are :

1. An honorable discharge from, the volunteer:
service.

2. Disability by wounds received or sickness con-
tracted in the line of duty.

3. Applications for admission will be required to
stipulate and agree to abide by all the rules and
regulations made by the Board of Managers, or by
their order, to perform all the duties required of.
them, and to obey all the lawful orders of the ouT-c-ers

of the Home. Attention is called to the fact
tliat. by the act of Congress establishing; the Home,
the inmates are made subject to the rules and arti-
cles of war, and will be governed thereby in the
same manner as if they were in the army of the
United States.

4. A soldier entitled to or having apension, must
forward, with Ids application for admission, bis
discharge paper and pension certificate, or receipt
therefor, before his application is considered, whiclx
papers will be retained at the branch to which the
applicant is admitted, to be kept there for him,
and returned to him when he is discharged. This
rule is adopted to prevent the loss of such papers
and certificates, and to hinder fraudulent practices.

A volunteer soldier desiring admission should,
apply by letter to Comrade John' A. Martin, mem-
ber of the Board of Managers, Atchison, Kansas,
who will supply copy of printed form "Application,
for Admission."

H. Post Commanders will cause this order to ben
read atthe first regular meeting of the Post after
its receipt, and take such other measures as will, in.
their judgment, secure the dissemination, of the m
formation contained herein.

NEBRASKA.
Comrade J. A. Kinnear, Edgar, Neb., rho

sends us two new subscribers, writes that Edgar
Post, No. 16, which was organized on the 7th.
ult. with forty-thre- e charter members, now has
sixtv-thre- e. The officers are: Commander, S.
P. ColweU ; S. V. C, C. H. Treat; J. V. C, J. R.
Kidd ; Adj't, J. J. Walley ; Q. M., W. S. Edging-to- n

; Surgeon, Pat McCluskV; Chaplain, W. D.
Hall; O. D.. J.W. Gunn;"0. G.r S. CBeck-- r

Q. M. S., D. A. Avery; S. M., A. Taylor.
Comrade J. McC, of Catherton, Neb., who

Lsend3 us five new subscribers, writes us that
the Post at that place 13 m a prosperous condi-
tion. Its second annual public dinner and
Camp-fir- e were held lately and proved very en-
joyable occasions. The Post owns its own hall,
which was erected by the contributions of com-
rades and citizens of Catherton. Our corre-
spondent adds : "The members of the Postcon--
sider The TEiBtrNE the best soldiers5" paper
printed.

NEW MEXICO.
Ex-Proba- te Judge S. C. Williamson died re-

cently in Las Vegas, N. M., where he had gone
last summer for the benefit of his health. Ho
was a native of Ohio, and in tho spring of 1361
he enlisted in company G, Nineteenth O. V. I.,
and served three months, when he ed

(October, 1S61,) in the Eighteenth IT. S. I. Ho
was appointed sergeant, and served in this
capacity until the battlebf Stone River, where
he was wounded and was confined to hospital
for three months. He subsequently rose to th a
rank of captain in the Forty-secon- d IT. S. I.
He was a prominent member of Buckley Post,
No. 12, Department of Ohio, and took an active
interest in all its afiairs. He was elected Post
Commander of Buckley Post in 1372, and was
Judge Advocate-Gener- al when Gen. G. M.
Barber, of Cleveland, was Department Com-
mander of Ohio in 1573. Two years ago ho""
was a Delegate to the State Encampment held
at Columbus. The remains will be interred at
Akron, O.

DAKOTA.
Comrade Robert H. Ferrell writes us that G.

K. Warren Post, No. 1 1, was recently mustered
at Fort Buford, Dakota, with twenty-tw- o char-
ter members. The officers are: Commander,
John Dolan ; S. V. O, Peter Protter; J. V. O.,
Aquilla Coourod ; Q. M., Martin Schacht; Adj't,
HarrvM.Krusee; O.D.,ELA.AlKsoa; O.G.,
Robert H. Ferrell; Chaplain, Richard W. Cbr-wi-ne;

Surgeon, Ed. Davem; S. M., Thomas
Dal ton; Q. M. S., Fred'k Louth.

MONTANA.
Comrade "Lightfoot," Fort Custer, Montana

Ten, writes us that John Buford Post, No. 15,
celebrated its second anniversary on thc22d
ult The attendance nnmbered 200. The hall
was beautifully adorned with llags and pic-
tures, and among them was the "Grand Re-

view of 1S65," which tho old vets looked upon,
with pleasnre. Supper consisted of everything
the commissary could afford. The tables were
nicely decorated. Dancing, to excellent music,
commenced at S p. nu and continued until tho
wee sma' hours. Tho officers of the Post and
their ladies attended. Great credit is due to
the comrades who had the arrangement of tho
affair in hand. The officers of Buford Post
are: Commander, Joseph Rhinehart; S. V. C,
Richard Eishop; J. V. C, Henry Berth; Sur-
geon, John Fiaher; Chaplain, I. Macomber;
Adj't, J. Alexander; Q. M., Phillip Glessner"r
O. D., James Riley; Q. G., Nicks Lee; S. M--,
S. G. Mawson; Q. M. S., Johu Jones.

CALIFORNIA.
It having been determined at a meeting of

George H.Thomas Post, No. 2, of San Francisco,
that tho money could be raised with proper
effort, a committee of twenty members was ap-

pointed Tecemly to confer with the trustees of
the Veterans' Home Association and collect
money with which to erect on the grounds of
the Home a cottage, to bo known as the
"Thomas Post Cottage." About $2,000 will bo
required for this purpose.

The Post at St. Helena, Cal., will build a
cottage on the grounds of tho Veteran's Homo
and present it to that institution, and an effort
is being made in NapalCity to induce its citi-
zens to do likewise.

Sumner Post, No. 3, San Francisco, Cal.. has
a membership of fifty-tw- o comrades. Depart-
ment Commander J. W. Staples paid the Post a
fraternal visit at tho regular --aeeting, Marci
3d.


